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A warm Welsh welcome awaits you

Neil Ferris 
Head of Choral Conducting, RWCMD

abcd is delighted to welcome you to the land of song for an  
inspirational weekend in the stunning surroundings of the Royal 
Welsh College of Music and Drama in Cardiff, home of the interna-
tionally recognised postgraduate programmes in choral conducting. 
We have fantastic choirs for the Gala Concert in the beautiful Dora 
Stoutzker Hall, including the Kyoto Echo Choir from Japan and the 
winners of the Côr Cymru competition, Côr y Wiber. 
Convention will focus on conductor skills (from refresher sessions 
to masterclasses with Paul Brough and Peter Hanke), repertoire 
(with new and more specific categories), conductor as singer 
(including sessions from members of the Association of Teachers 
of Singing), community music making (Paul Deegan and Janice 
Thompson), and last but not least a taste of the richness of Welsh 
choral music (Male Voice and mixed!). We are delighted to welcome 
Karl Jenkins in his 70th birthday year and he will introduce us to 
some of his new and varied chamber choir repertoire.
We have some other fantastic composers with us including  
Paul Spicer, Roxanna Panufnik and Gabriel Jackson. And if there 
wasn’t enough in Convention itself you will be inspired on the  
opening night by Will Todd and a sing-through of his Mass in Blue, 
and left in choral heaven at the end with Paul Mealor and the  
transcendental beauty of American choral music. 
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Wales’ first purpose-built chamber recital hall, built in 2011, the world-class Dora 
Stoutzker Hall is a 400-capacity, acoustically excellent concert venue. Since it is 
located within the main college buildings, delegates can walk from supper to concert 
in moments! This year the compère for the Gala Concert, which is free to main 
Convention delegates, is conductor David Lawrence. There are some fantastic  
choirs on show:

Gala Concert Choirs
Kyoto Echo Choir (Japan) 
Founder & Principal Conductor Keiichi Asai 
Directed by their founder for over 50 years, the Kyoto Echo Choir is one of Japan’s 
most accomplished choral ensembles, amassing innumerable awards nationally 
and internationally. They have performed with such well-known orchestras and 
conductors as the Orchestre de Paris conducted by Semyon Bychkov and the New 
Japan Philharmonic under Seiji Ozawa. The choir has an ongoing relationship with 
last year’s Convention Artistic Director Bob Chilcott and it is as a result of that 
that they are in the UK especially for Convention this year, giving you a unique 
opportunity to hear them in concert, and also to find out more about them and 
their special repertoire in a ‘meet the choir’ session.

Côr y Wiber (Wales) 
Conductor Angharad Mair Jones
A ladies’ choir named after a terrifying mythical Welsh dragon, Côr y Wiber is 
a vibrant young ensemble from Newcastle Emlyn, West Wales, which won the 
coveted Côr Cymru (Choir of Wales) title last year. The choir has appeared on  
TV and radio and regularly performs both nationally and locally.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dinner and all that jazz, with Will Todd
After your first delegates’ dinner on Friday evening there’s jazz with Will Todd. 
Join in a sing-through of Will’s wonderful Mass in Blue with the help of the Cardiff 
Polyphonic Choir and the Will Todd Ensemble with Bethany Halliday.

ABCD gala concert
Saturday 23 August 2014, 7.45pm • Dora Stoutzker Hall, RWCMD
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Welcome sing
Jeff Howard
Pianist, singer, conductor, 
arranger and vocal coach for 
RWCMD and Welsh National 
Opera, Jeff Howard has 
accompanied Bryn Terfel, Shirley 
Bassey and Sir Willard White 
among many others; now he’ll 
direct and accompany you in the 
opening ‘Welcome Sing’ session 
of repertoire from, and connected 
with, Wales.

Less gesticulation – 
more inspiration!
Peter Hanke
A fine classical musician and 
Associate Fellow of Saïd Business 
School, Oxford, Peter is a world 
expert on the linkage between 
classical musicianship and 
corporate leadership. He presents 
a hands-on workshop, featuring 
MA choral conducting students 
from the RWCMD, on how to 
develop your musical leadership 
in order to inspire your choir, 
focusing on the need for a deeper 
relationship between conductor 
and ensemble and how to build 
a shared responsibility for 
progress.

Conducting masterclasses 
- Intermediate & Advanced

Adrian Partington (Intermediate) 
Paul Brough (Advanced)
Two Intermediate and two 
Advanced level sessions, with 
three conductors in each for 
15-20 minutes’ individual tuition, 
along with observer delegates. 
Adrian – Artistic Director, BBC 
National Chorus of Wales – and 
Paul – Principal Guest Conductor 
of the BBC Singers – will each 
choose three short, contrasting, 
pieces for all their conductors to 

work with, sent out in advance. 
To receive more details, contact 
Penny Homer – details on the 
back page, or see our website.   
A panel will choose those 
fortunate enough to take part. 

Music reading sessions
John Hugh Thomas,  
David Lawrence, Matthew 
Hamilton, Adrian Partington,  
Nia Llewellyn Jones
The quick way to acquire new 
repertoire! Five highly useful 
sessions will cover choral music 
for: church; chamber SATB; 
large-choir SATB; primary aged 
children; and youth & community 
choirs. Enjoy a wealth of new 
repertoire in the best way 
possible, by singing it yourself. 

Male voice choirs – are 
they really dying out?...
Edward-Rhys Harry and the 
London Welsh Male Voice Choir
Old-fashioned, hackneyed – why 
is this a common perception of 
the male voice choral repertoire? 
This fascinating session will 
challenge this view, looking 
also at recruitment for male 
voice choirs and their current 
membership composition. The 
London Welsh Male Voice Choir 
will show off the remarkably 
broad repertoire available from 
publishers today.

... conduct one and see! 
Neil Ferris joins Edward-Rhys 
Harry and his London Welsh Male 
Voice Choir for a masterclass 
conducting session. This is 
for current male voice choir 
conductors and for those of you 
interested in leading a male voice 
choir yourself. If you would like to 
take part, contact Penny Homer 
– details on the back page, or see 
our website.  Again, a panel will 

Themes, presenters and events

Prime focuses
Repertoire 
Always one of Convention’s 
most popular themes, this year 
there will be more repertoire 
sessions than ever, taking in 
music for upper voices, male 
voices, church music, SATB 
and community choral music, 
music from all over the 
world; especially, of course, 
Wales!

Conducting technique
Following last year’s very 
popular masterclasses, we 
are again offering hands-on 
advice for Intermediate and 
Advanced level conductors, 
plus a ‘back to basics’ session 
for those starting out and for 
anyone wanting a refresher. 
From Denmark, Peter Hanke 
offers an exciting new 
approach to conducting, 
focusing on what constitutes 
leadership. There’s a focus on 
the particular experience of 
directing a male voice choir, 
and you also have the chance 
to benefit from individual 
tuition at our popular 
Pre-Convention Conducting 
Course.

Same choir – better sound
Alison Ling 
As vocal coach for the Cardiff 
Polyphonic Choir and with thirty 
years’ experience in teaching 
singing, Alison will show you how 
you can arm yourself with basic 
singing techniques in order to 
make good, amateur choirs sound 
spectacularly better. It’s easier than 
you might think! 
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choose those fortunate enough to 
take part.

Singing for the young, 
Paris-fashion 
Sofi Jeannin
Originally from Sweden, Sofi 
studied and taught at the Royal 
College of Music and Imperial 
College London. Since 2008 she 
has been Music Director of the 
Maîtrise de Radio France, for 
children aged 9 and upwards,  
and through them she works  
with children from a wide range 
of backgrounds throughout Paris. 
In this session she explains some 
of the methods she uses and 
shares her ideas for repertoire.

Time for refreshment!
Katie Thomas
Newly-appointed abcd 
conducting tutor Katie Thomas 
gives you the chance to brush up 
on some basic skills and to learn 
new ones, too. As a professional 
choral singer as well as a trained 
and hugely experienced choral 
conductor, Katie will show you 
from a singer’s point of view 
the techniques that successfully 
communicate what you want a 
choir to do.  

Sing and shine with  
body and soul
Sanna Valvanne 
Now living in New York, Sanna is an 
innovative conductor from Finland, 
specialising in children’s and 
youth choirs. She is internationally 
recognised for her holistic and 
creative choral method which 
combines vocal expression with 
movement and drama. A hugely 
talented singer, songwriter, actor 
and a versatile performer in her 
own right, Sanna’s session is 
definitely not to be missed. 

Meet the composer
Karl Jenkins
We’re delighted to welcome  
Karl Jenkins in this, his 70th 
birthday year. His motets, 
recently recorded by Polyphony 
and Stephen Layton, show a  
lesser-known side to this 
well-loved and much-performed 
Welsh composer’s work, and 
there will be the chance to sing 
through them, as well as hearing 
Karl in conversation.

Composers’ forum
Including Paul Mealor  
and Paul Spicer
Your chance to hear some 
of Britain’s most successful 
composers reveal the secrets 
of how they write and arrange 
pieces for choirs. Learn about 
the pleasures and perils of 
commissioning music, too. 

Get your community  
singing
Janice Thompson
Janice Thompson, musical 
director and coordinator of the 
community production Swindon 
the Opera in 2012, presents 
ways to promote and maintain 
the joy of singing in your local 
community. She’ll give you ideas 
on how to structure group tuition 
in order to inspire and raise 
standards, and illustrate how this 
core work can be expanded into 
large-scale productions. 

Great War repertoire 
Paul Spicer 
Choral conductor and conducting 
teacher, composer, writer, 
producer and lecturer, Paul is 
one of today’s leading exponents 
of British music. In a session to 
mark the WW1 centenary he 

introduces choral music both 
written at the time and more 
recently in commemoration, 
including his own Unfinished 
Remembering.

No need for notes?
Paul Deegan
An archaeologist & historian as 
well as a hugely experienced 
singer and vocal coach, Paul gives 
a ‘warts and all’ insight into the 
weekly struggle to develop a 
basic musical vocabulary in an 
adult choir with no music-reading 
skills, using some ideas about 
language from Wittgenstein – an 
intensely musical personality 
himself.

And finally – the  
American effect
Paul Mealor
Described as the most important 
composer…in Welsh choral 
music since William Mathias, 
Paul leads a session both on 
his own compositions and 
on contemporary American 
composers including Morten 
Lauridsen, Eric Whitacre, Ola 
Gjeilo, Thomas LaVoy and John 
Hudson. The US choral music 
scene has never been more 
vibrant – Paul shows you why!
_________________________

The unmissable  
music exhibition
As always, Convention’s 
Exhibition will showcase the 
wares of publishers from the 
UK and further afield, individual 
composers, tour agencies, 
and musical organisations. 
Do schedule some browsing 
and buying time in your busy 
Convention timetable.
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Pre-Convention  
Conducting Course
21– 22 August
Led by Peter Broadbent and  
Sarah Tenant-Flowers

This practical course looks 
at rehearsal and conducting 
techniques for leaders of all kinds 
of choir – no minimum experience 
is required. Delegates can either 
participate as conductors or 
attend as observers; a repertoire 
list is sent in advance. For those 

conductors with more 
experience or who have 
already attended previous 
abcd courses, individual 
tuition will be available 
during the course. Both 
Peter and Sarah are 
experts in their field, 
each with a wealth of 
conducting experience. 

Peter is abcd’s Director of Training and Musical 
Director of the award-winning Joyful Company 
of Singers; Sarah, an abcd co-founder, is in huge 
demand as a conducting teacher, choral animateur 
and adjudicator both in the UK and internationally.

Young Conductors’ Course 
22– 24 August
Led by Amy Bebbington

Open to all aged 18-25 who 
do not currently earn their 
living from conducting, this 
course runs parallel with 
Convention, giving students 
the opportunity to attend some 
Convention events as well as 
taking part in conducting-
technique sessions. Amy gives 

individual and group tuition in the basics of 
choir training and conducting and works on 
rehearsal and performance technique. This is a 
practical, hands-on, course, with the emphasis on 
informality and tutoring in a small group.

Conductor, teacher, singer, pianist and composer, 
Amy has been described as ‘one of the brightest 
talents of her generation.’ She has directed 
numerous choral ensembles in the UK and US and 
has also worked for organisations such as Sing for 
Pleasure, Glyndebourne Education Outreach, the 
National Youth Choir and Youth Music.

Bursaries available! 
A limited number of young conductors can benefit 
from subsidised places at just £150 each. For 
eligibility details, contact abcd Training Manager 
Penny Homer on 07805 454563, email  
penny.homer@abcd.org.uk, or see our website.

Our base – the Royal 
Welsh College of Music 
and Drama
One of the UK’s top five music conservatoires, 
with world-class facilities, the college is 
conveniently situated in the middle of Cardiff. The 
railway station is about 15 minutes’ walk away. 

Accommodation
Close by is a wide choice of hotels and university 
accommodation, providing excellent en-suite and 
standard accommodation and parking facilities for 
this year’s delegates. This year accommodation 
booking is available online, through https://
resweb.passkey.com/go/ABCD2014  where you 
can see the full list of available rooms, book and 
pay. There are of course numerous other hotels 
in Cardiff city centre and a wide range of ways to 
book online.

Very easy travelling
As capital city of Wales, Cardiff is very well served 
by rail and by air. There are fast trains to Cardiff 
Central station – only two hours from London 
Paddington.  Cardiff Airport is 11 miles from 
the city centre, with regular scheduled flights 
from Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast, Dublin, Cork, 
Jersey, Paris, Amsterdam, Geneva, Milan and other 
European destinations.

From London’s Heathrow and Gatwick airports, 
there are frequent, direct coach services to Cardiff 
Central Station. Visit the National Express website 
for details or telephone +44 (0)8705 808080.

The easiest way to book is online: of many travel-
timetable websites available, two of the best are 
Traveline (www.traveline.org.uk) and Transport 
Direct (www.transportdirect.info.) For fares, see the 
websites of the travel companies themselves. 

Parking in Cardiff
There is no parking available at the college except 
for those with mobility problems. However, there 
are car parks at many of the hotels plus public car 
parks within a few minutes’ walk of the college. 
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There will be a limited number of subsidised places for the Young Conductors’ course at £150 each. 
Please tick here for further details r 

r  I am not currently a member of abcd but wish to join and pay the member’s rate for Convention.  
I enclose my subscription with my payment (the current annual subscription is £55 (individuals).  
Payment now will last until 30 April 2015. New rates for students – contact Len Fletcher for details.

Total fee £ ––––––––

Your contact details
  Name                         
  Address

                                                                 County                                         Postcode
  Telephone                                     Email

r  I am an abcd member,  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  region
 Do you have any dietary or other special requirements? Yes/No
 Do you have a disability for which you might need assistance? Yes/No 
 Will you have any access requirements which we should be aware of? Yes/No 
 If so please state assistance required  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
r  Have you previously attended an abcd extended conducting course? We would like to provide a  
 networking opportunity for alumni. Please tick the box if you have.

Convention fees exclude B&B but include other meals and refreshments.  
Please indicate your Convention requirements by ticking the appropriate boxes.  
Accommodation can be booked direct by going to https://resweb.passkey.com/go/ABCD2014

Convention Fees

abcd Members
Main Convention, 22–24 August 
r   £275 if booked by 30th June, £295 if later
Saturday only
r £130 (includes lunch & dinner but not gala  
concert ticket)

Sunday only
r £110 (includes lunch)

Pre-Convention Conducting Course,  
21-22 August 
r £150 if booked by 30th June, £160 if later

Young Conductors’ Course,  
22-24 August
r £275 if booked by 30th June, £295 if later

Total Convention fee  £ ––––––––

Non-members
Main Convention, 22–24 August 
r  £310 if booked by 30th June, £330 if later
Saturday only 
r  £150 (includes lunch & dinner but not gala  
concert ticket)
Sunday only  
r  £130 (includes lunch)

Pre-Convention Conducting Course,  
21-22 August 
r £170 if booked by 30th June, £180 if later

Young Conductors’ Course,  
22-24 August
r £310 if booked by 30th June, £330 if later
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  Telephone                                     Email

r  I am an abcd member,  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  region
 Do you have any dietary or other special requirements? Yes/No
 Do you have a disability for which you might need assistance? Yes/No 
 Will you have any access requirements which we should be aware of? Yes/No 
 If so please state assistance required  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
r  Have you previously attended an abcd extended conducting course? We would like to provide a  
 networking opportunity for alumni. Please tick the box if you have.

Convention fees exclude B&B but include other meals and refreshments.  
Please indicate your Convention requirements by ticking the appropriate boxes.  
Accommodation can be booked direct by going to https://resweb.passkey.com/go/ABCD2014

Convention Fees

abcd Members
Main Convention, 22–24 August 
r   £275 if booked by 30th June, £295 if later
Saturday only
r £130 (includes lunch & dinner but not gala  
concert ticket)

Sunday only
r £110 (includes lunch)

Pre-Convention Conducting Course,  
21-22 August 
r £150 if booked by 30th June, £160 if later

Young Conductors’ Course,  
22-24 August
r £275 if booked by 30th June, £295 if later

Total Convention fee  £ ––––––––

Non-members
Main Convention, 22–24 August 
r  £310 if booked by 30th June, £330 if later
Saturday only 
r  £150 (includes lunch & dinner but not gala  
concert ticket)
Sunday only  
r  £130 (includes lunch)

Pre-Convention Conducting Course,  
21-22 August 
r £170 if booked by 30th June, £180 if later

Young Conductors’ Course,  
22-24 August
r £310 if booked by 30th June, £330 if later
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Payment
 r     I enclose a cheque for full payment (please make cheques payable to Association of British  
 Choral Directors)

 r     I enclose a non-returnable deposit of £50 (balance due by 31st July 2014)

 r     Please send an invoice to the address enclosed with this form (in time to allow settlement by 31st July 2014)

Paying by card
Payment in full can be made by Mastercard, Visa Debit and Visa Credit card only.

Mastercard / Visa Credit / Visa Debit (please ring type of card)

Card No.                                                                                                                           

Card valid from          /             Card expiry date       /          3 digit security no. on reverse of card  

Cardholder Name (as on card)

Address of cardholder (if different from previous page)                                                                                                     

  

Postcode

Signature                                                                                                            Date

Send your booking to: Convention 2014, Len Fletcher, 6 Sunnyhill, Fulwood, Preston, Lancs PR2 9BF

Keep up to date with news about Convention 2014 – visit our website www.abcd.org.uk
For more information and timetable details, please phone Len Fletcher, Convention Administrator, on 01772 704834 or  
email convention@abcd.org.uk. For general abcd enquiries, please contact Rachel Greaves on 01935 389482 or email 
rachel.greaves@abcd.org.uk. To receive details about our conducting sessions, contact Penny Homer, Training Manager,  
on 07805 454563 or email penny.homer@abcd.org.uk.
Information correct at time of going to press. Please note that abcd reserves the right to substitute sessions and presenters 
without notice. 

Cancellation
If you cancel in writing on or before 25 July we will refund you, minus £50 deposit. If you cancel in writing after  
25 July you will receive a 50% refund, minus £50 deposit. If you cancel on or after 8 August we will not refund you and 
we therefore advise you to take out your own insurance against cancellation. If you book after 15 August you may not 
receive an acknowledgement before the event. 

The Association of British Choral Directors, Registered Charity Number 1085226,  
is a Company Limited by Guarantee number 3985838, registered in England & Wales.
Copywriting - David Rees-Jones 07711 825070  Leaflet Design - Louise Allen 07886 828264  
Photo credits -  Cardiff Castle: Jon Candy; Paul Brough: Sumner Milford, RWCMD: Joe Clark & Kiran Ridley,  
Karl Jenkins: Rhys Frampton

Early bird discounts
Book early! If you book by 30 June, you will enjoy a discount on the full fee. (No discount available for single day 
delegates). Delegates are encouraged to make enquiries with their local Arts Council England region, or to apply 
to their employer for assistance with fees as part of Continuing Professional Development where applicable. For 
more advice on possible funding, please contact the abcd office on 01935 389482.
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