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Scotland is an established world centre of excellence in choral singing - a fi tting, welcoming 
setting for this year’s unmissable abcd Convention. Our venue, the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland in vibrant Glasgow – a UNESCO City of Music - is ranked equal third in the entire 
world for performing-arts education by the prestigious QS World Rankings 2017. 

abcd is delighted and honoured to be collaborating in partnership with the RCS, now 
celebrating 170 years since foundation, to off er choral leaders like you a wide variety of 
sessions with speakers from Scotland, the rest of the UK and abroad. 

The key thread running through the weekend will be Unity within Diversity – hugely 
important for every choir these days. The abcd Scottish Committee is particularly proud 
to include a diverse spectrum of sessions which will inspire choir leaders to appreciate the 
health and wellbeing benefi ts of group-singing activities, whether for young people, for 
the Third Age, for the socially isolated, for the elderly – for all.   

This is your chance to meet today’s leading composers from north and south of the border. 
For Sir James MacMillan, Paul Mealor and Will Todd to be at Convention together makes this 
a very special event indeed. Their music, and music by many other composers, will feature 
in our ever-popular repertoire-reading sessions, including works for SATB, church choirs, 
upper voices and SAMen. 

And there’s so much more…

Back by popular demand, Helen Hampton, leader of Popchoir, will show how choirs should 
tackle pop music – surprisingly tricky – and actually sing it right. Edward Caswell, founder 
of the amazingly successful Cromarty Youth Opera, will demonstrate how to train choirs in 
bel canto singing, whilst Alan Tavener explores early Scottish choral music – beautiful, yet 
often overlooked. The fantastic National Youth Choir of Scotland will also be taking part 
as abcd partners, with special sessions for those of you who work with young choirs in 
the community and in the classroom. With masterclasses, sessions on voice technique and 
more, Convention 2017 in Glasgow is not to be missed!

Anne Corbet

Artistic Co-ordinator, abcd Scottish Committee

UNESCO City of Music!

Welcome to Glasgow – 
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Free to Convention delegates, a high point of the weekend is the Gala Choral Concert. 
This year’s venue is the superb Stevenson Hall, the RCS’s largest performance space 
with a magnifi cently rich acoustic. 

Our wonderful Gala Concert choirs
The Norwegian Student Choral Society   

Conductor Marit Tøndel Bodsberg

This internationally award-winning male-voice ensemble is the second-oldest choir 
in Norway, made up of university students from Oslo, Bergen and Trondheim. Their 
repertoire is amazingly varied; it ranges from Bach to Bellman (Swedish baroque composer 
of regrettable drinking songs and much else), from barbershop to opera, from National 
Romanticism to popular music. Marit Tøndel Bodsberg has a bachelor’s degree from 
Kristiansand Conservatoire; she conducts several choirs in Oslo and elsewhere.

NYCoS National Boys Choir, Changed Voices

Founder & artistic director Christopher Bell

Within NYCoS, acclaimed by The Scotsman as ‘quite simply 
the best choir in Scotland’ with ‘electrifying musical delivery’, 
the National Boys Choir caters for boys aged ten to sixteen. 
Their ‘Changed Voice’ section shows how, with the benefi t 
of NYCoS’s expert and understanding tuition, boys can 
continue to sing superbly well and to the highest standard 
at this critical stage of their musical lives.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friday night plenary session
On your fi rst Convention evening, socialise and enjoy dinner at the newly-refurbished 
Grand Ballroom of the DoubleTree Hilton Hotel, a few yards away from the RCS. Bob Chilcott 
will then lead a convivial singing session, featuring some of his jazz arrangements – with the 
bar close at hand!

Saturday 26th August 2017, 7.45pm • Stevenson Hall, RCSUNESCO City of Music!

abcd Gala Concert
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From ‘meh’ to ‘wow’: the power 
of social media & marketing

Iris Derke, Co-Founder and 
General Director, Distinguished 
Concerts International, New York 

Promote, socialise, have fun – tools, 
tips and crazy ideas on concert 
promotion from a seasoned, 
successful campaigner across the 
pond. Using social media, concert 
marketing, promotion, and ingenious 
new tools of the professional trade, 
see how you can adapt the tactics 
which have packed New York’s 
Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center to 
benefit your choir, your audience 
and your community. 

Pace – the final frontier!

James M. Meaders, Associate 
Artistic Director, DCINY

We’ve all been there – twenty 
tedious minutes rehearsing two 
bars, leaving just five for a whole 
movement. Choirs deserve better - 
engaging, well-planned rehearsals 
which move logically and efficiently 
from start to finish. James explains 
the vital topics of rehearsal planning 
and execution, including vocal 
matters, order and sequence, new 
material and physical engagement. 
Ultimately, it’s all about pace!

Meet the choir

Norwegian Student Choral 
Society, Marit Tøndel Bodsberg

Treat yourself to an open rehearsal 
with this superb choir, and enjoy 
their rich Scandinavian sound. Lots 
of opportunities to ask questions.

New-repertoire reading  
sessions – ever popular

Jeremy Jackman, Mandy Miller, 
Keith Orrell, Alan Tavener

The best way to judge new 
repertoire is to sing it yourself; 
sessions on SATB, SAMen, 

Upper-voice and Sacred Music are 
your opportunity to experience a 
wealth of new music to explore and 
enjoy, along with self-published 
works, introduced by their 
composers. 

Conducting masterclasses - 
intermediate and advanced 

Keith Orrell and Edward Caswell

Whether as participant or observer, 
these two sessions are the chance 
for you to learn the practicalities of 
choral direction from acknowledged 
experts.  Keith is Musical Director of 
the Liverpool Welsh Choral and the 
William Byrd Singers of Manchester; 
Edward, a skilled soloist and choral 
singer himself, conducts choirs in 
Scotland and in several European 
countries. So you’ll learn from the best!

‘It’s always a pussycat!’

Edward Caswell

Based on his new book, Edward 
Caswell will explain and demonstrate 
how a singer’s approach can 
transform the sound and enhance 
the expressiveness of any group 
of singers – partly by ‘stroking the 
notes’. If you’d like to start your new 
season with unexpected ideas and 
some radical rethinking, this session 
is not to be missed.

Let’s make an opera!

Clare and Edward Caswell

The Caswells moved to Cromarty, 
Ross-shire (pop. c.700) in August 
2012; a year later Cromarty West 
Church echoed to the sound of 
Noye’s Fludde: Cromarty Youth 
Opera was up and running! With 
a production every year and a 
fifth-anniversary commission 
planned, they explain their model 
and demonstrate how it could work 
elsewhere, with videos from their 
first five productions.

Passionate about Bach

John Butt OBE

Gardiner Professor of Music at 
Glasgow University and musical 
director of Edinburgh’s Dunedin 
Consort, John is the author of books 
on Bach’s B Minor Mass, Bach’s 
Passions and on Bach interpretation. 
His session shows what it is about 
JSB’s music that still excites him 
even after thirty years as a Bach 
performer and scholar.    

The Scandinavian choral scene

Mårten Jansson

Modern Norwegian, Finnish and 
Swedish music is so rich and varied 
that it deserves to be far better 
known. Prolific Swedish composer 
Mårten Jansson chooses pieces that 
demonstrate the uniqueness of 
Scandinavian choral music.

Composers’ forum

Including Mårten Jansson,  
Paul Mealor, Will Todd

Don’t miss this unique gathering of 
leading composers, all with their own 
distinctive sound, and find out the  
different working methods which  
bring about their success. Any  
composer or arranger will find this 
session inspirational – and extremely 
useful. 

Music, life and faith

Paul Mealor

Professor of Composition at 
Aberdeen University since 2003, 
Paul’s list of works is many and 
varied. In this illustrated session, he 
talks about the particular challenges 
of setting religious texts to music.

Kodály in the middle years 
classroom 

Lucinda Geoghegan

As Education Director for the 
NYCoS and a lecturer at the RCS, 
Lucinda specialises in the Kodály 

approach to children’s education. 
She’ll show you how her innovative 
Kodály material really works to 
engage young musical minds – vitally 
important for the future of music–
making.

Meet the composer

Sir James MacMillan CBE

One of today’s most successful 
composers, Sir James’s musical 
language is suffused with influences 
from his Scottish heritage, Catholic 
faith, social conscience and close 
connection with Celtic folk music, 
blended with influences from Far 
Eastern, Scandinavian and Eastern 
European music. We are fortunate 
that he can be with us.

From classical to contemporary

Will Todd

Acclaimed young British composer 
Will Todd spent his formative years 
steeped in the classic English choral 
tradition – and in jazz. Accordingly his 
compositions vary between the two. 
In his entertaining session Will reveals 
how he composes in both styles, 
sometimes simultaneously!

Forgotten Scottish Renaissance 
music

Rebecca Tavener with  
Dr Elaine Moohan 

Rebecca Tavener talks to Dr Moohan 
about her forthcoming edition of the 
complete extant works of Robert 
Johnson, one of Scottish Renaissance 
music’s mystery men, looking at his 
motets and service music due to be 
published by Musica Scotica Edition 
2018.  Illustrated with recordings.

Preparing your choir for  
competition

Frikki Walker

Frikki is an organist, conductor, singer, 
composer, broadcaster and teacher 
at Glasgow High School, where in 
2013 he coached the Chamber Choir 

to win BBC Songs of Praise School 
Choir of the Year. Find out how he did 
it, and how you should prepare your 
choir to do the same – if you have the 
courage!

Repertoire to inspire  
young voices

Mandy Miller

Mandy founded Dunfermline Junior 
Chorus in 2005. It now has four 
choirs with over 130 young people 
aged six to seventeen. Vital in such 
phenomenal success is choice of 
repertoire that inspires such young 
people and – equally important – an 
inspiring way to prepare it. Her ses-
sion will show you how it’s done.

Health and wellbeing  
through singing 

Anne Lewis

Teacher and professional mezzo 
Anne Lewis asks: imagine you’d been 
told as a child that you couldn’t sing  
and discovering, years later, you can 
make music after all! Get an insight 
into what happens in Anne’s classes 
and what participants expect & learn. 
Better still, hear about the joyful 
music that results!

A healthy dose of plainsong!

Alan Tavener

Develop healthy singing practices 
with Gregorian chant and unique 
Celtic plainchant; you’ll appreciate its 
value for music-reading and pitching. 
And you’ll enjoy some fantastic 
music, getting to know a whole new 
repertoire to make your concerts 
more lively and varied. 

Dementia and the power of 
music 

Diana Kerr

Combining 30 years’ experience in 
the field of dementia with active 
music-making, Diana explains how 
best to harness music’s power to help 

people with this condition. Covering 
the effects of dementia, research on 
dementia and music, plus how to run 
a dementia singing group, her session 
will have plenty of time for discussion 
and lots of questions.

But seriously – pop!

Helen Hampton

Many choirs now sing pop music, 
but not always well! In this session, 
Helen, leader of Popchoir, will show 
you how pop music can work for your 
singers, no matter what age, and how 
to avoid common mistakes. Could 
your choir be chart toppers? With 
Helen’s help, perhaps!

Taxing music!

Trevor Ford

Both accountant and hugely-
experienced musician, Trevor runs an 
accountancy practice handling over 
three hundred freelance musicians’ 
tax affairs. To keep more of what 
you earn, make sure you come to his 
session. 1-1 sessions also possible.

Sing farewell

Jeremy Jackman

What more appropriate way to end 
Convention than to sing Parry’s Songs 
of Farewell? With a view to Parry’s 
centenary in 2018 Jeremy devotes 
our final plenary session to studying 
and performing these glorious pieces, 
including the less well-known ones.   

-------------------------------------------

Music Exhibition 
Our extensive music-trade exhibition 
is a great place to browse, get ideas, 
plan new repertoire, plan choir tours, 
book workshops, buy equipment 
and much more. All the major music 
publishers, music tour agents and 
many other specialists will be there. 

Convention Presenters and Events



From ‘meh’ to ‘wow’: the power 
of social media & marketing

Iris Derke, Co-Founder and 
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the vital topics of rehearsal planning 
and execution, including vocal 
matters, order and sequence, new 
material and physical engagement. 
Ultimately, it’s all about pace!

Meet the choir

Norwegian Student Choral 
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Treat yourself to an open rehearsal 
with this superb choir, and enjoy 
their rich Scandinavian sound. Lots 
of opportunities to ask questions.
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Keith Orrell and Edward Caswell
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countries. So you’ll learn from the best!

‘It’s always a pussycat!’

Edward Caswell

Based on his new book, Edward 
Caswell will explain and demonstrate 
how a singer’s approach can 
transform the sound and enhance 
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making.
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faith, social conscience and close 
connection with Celtic folk music, 
blended with influences from Far 
Eastern, Scandinavian and Eastern 
European music. We are fortunate 
that he can be with us.
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Acclaimed young British composer 
Will Todd spent his formative years 
steeped in the classic English choral 
tradition – and in jazz. Accordingly his 
compositions vary between the two. 
In his entertaining session Will reveals 
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and what participants expect & learn. 
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And you’ll enjoy some fantastic 
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the field of dementia with active 
music-making, Diana explains how 
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people with this condition. Covering 
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dementia and music, plus how to run 
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Helen, leader of Popchoir, will show 
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singers, no matter what age, and how 
to avoid common mistakes. Could 
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accountancy practice handling over 
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What more appropriate way to end 
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publishers, music tour agents and 
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Pre-Convention Conducting Course 
24 – 25 August

Led by Susan Dingle and Keith Orrell

This practical course looks 
at rehearsal and conducting 
techniques for leaders of all 
kinds of choir – no minimum 
experience is required. You 

can participate either as 
conductor or attend as an 
observer; a repertoire list is 
sent in advance. Individual 
tuition will be available 
for conductors with more 
experience or who have 
already attended an abcd 
course.

Both Susan and Keith are expert and versatile 
choral and orchestral conductors with many  
years’ experience. Caithness-based Susan 
trained in Russia as well as in Scotland; Keith is a 
dedicated church musician, organist and pianist  
as well as a conductor.

Young Conductors’ Course 
25 – 27 August

Led by Amy Bebbington

Open to all aged eighteen to  
25 not currently earning a living  
from conducting, this course 
runs parallel with Convention 
so that students can attend 
Convention events as well.  
Amy gives group tuition in the 
basics of choir training and 

conducting, and works on rehearsal and leader-
ship skills. This is a practical, hands-on course; 
the emphasis is on informality and small-group 
tutoring.
Amy is in great demand as a choral director and 
has worked extensively throughout the UK and 
USA. abcd’s new Director of Training, she holds a 
Doctorate of Musical Arts, specialising in Choral 
Conducting, from Texas Tech University.  

Bursaries available! 
Thanks to funding from the Harold Hyam 
Wingate Foundation, a limited number of young 
conductors can benefit from subsidised places  
at just £100. The Oxford University Press  
Andrew Potter Bursary is given in memory 
of Andrew Potter, formerly Director of Music 
Publishing at OUP and one of the founding 
members and Trustees of abcd. The bursary 
supports attendance at the Pre-Convention 
and Young Conductors’ Courses and the main 
Convention. For eligibility details, contact abcd 
Training Manager Penny Homer on 07805 
454563, email penny.homer@abcd.org.uk or 
see our website.

Our base – Glasgow and the Royal Conservatoire  
of Scotland

RCS is in Renfrew Street, just behind Glasgow’s famous 
Sauchiehall Street in the centre of this incredibly lively, gritty 
city. Scottish Opera, the National Theatre of Scotland and 
Scottish Ballet are just a few streets away. With some of 
the finest musical facilities in Europe as well as an excellent 
café bar, the Conservatoire is an ideal location to host abcd’s 
Convention.  
Accommodation and breakfast are available to book with 
your delegate place in the nearby Glasgow Caledonian 
University halls of residence, about 10-15 minutes’ walk 
from RCS. There is also, of course, a wide selection of hotels 
in the city centre and a range of ways to book online.

Very easy travelling
Glasgow is exceptionally easy to get to, by air, rail or road. 
Three international airports serve the city – Glasgow 
International, Glasgow Prestwick and Edinburgh, the last just 
45 minutes’ drive away. 

By rail, Glasgow Central Station links Glasgow to all UK cities; 
and by road Glasgow has excellent motorway connections 
with England via the M74, Edinburgh via the M8, Stirling via 
the M80 and the West Coast via the M77.

The easiest way to book transport is online: for information 
on all modes of public transport see Traveline (www.
traveline.org.uk or www.travelinescotland.com). For fares, 
see the websites of the travel companies themselves. 

There is limited free parking available on a first come, first 
served basis at Glasgow Caledonian University, although 
we cannot guarantee an available space. However, there is 
metered street parking and a multi-storey car-park nearby. 
There is no parking at the Conservatoire itself. but there are 
public carparks nearby. Glasgow Queen Street and Glasgow 
Central stations are both within ten to fifteen minutes’ walk 
of the Conservatoire. The central bus station at Buchanan 
Street is just five minutes’ walk from the Conservatoire and 
the accommodation. See our website for more details.

Venue contact details
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland: 100 Renfrew St, Glasgow,  
G2 3DB. Telephone: 0141 332 4101.  
Website www.rcs.ac.uk

Glasgow Caledonian University: Cowcaddens Road, Glasgow.  
G4 0BA. Telephone: 0141 331 3000.  
Website www.gcu.ac.uk

_____________________________________________________

About time 
Registration for Convention starts at 2.00 pm on Friday 
afternoon and the Exhibition opens at 3.15. Sessions proper 
commence at 4.15 pm, and the weekend finishes at 4 pm on 
Sunday. The full timetable for the weekend is kept up to date 
on our website. Join us for the full weekend, or just for a day! 

For more information on Convention, see our website at 
www.abcd.org.uk, contact Tricia Rees-Jones, Convention 
Administrator, on 01749 330160/07497 895664 or email 
convention@abcd.org.uk. 

Online booking now available! 
Visit www.abcd.org.uk/events/abcd-convention
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Convention Fees

Please indicate your accommodation requirements by ticking the relevant boxes below.  
All rooms are per room and include bed and breakfast.
r  Thursday 24 August            r  Friday 25 August            r Saturday 26 August 
r  En suite single room (£45 per night)   r  En suite double room (£75 per night) (limited numbers)

Total Accommodation fee  £ ––––––––

Please tick here to request further details of Young Conductor bursaries. r 
r  I am not currently a member of abcd but wish to join and pay the member’s rate for Convention. I enclose 

my subscription with my payment (the current annual subscription is £64 (individuals), free (up to two years 
free for under 25s), £12.80 (i.e. 20%) for anyone aged 26 or 27). Payment now will last until 30 April 2018.

Total fee £ ––––––––

r  I am an abcd member,  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  region
 Do you have any dietary or other special requirements? Yes/No
 Do you require ground floor accommodation? Yes/No
 Do you have a disability for which you might need assistance? Yes/No 
 If so please state assistance required  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
r  Have you previously attended an abcd extended conducting course? We would like to provide a  
 networking opportunity for alumni. Please tick the box if you have.

abcd Members
Pre-Convention Conducting Course,  
24-25 August 
r £160 if booked by 30th June, £170 if later

Main Convention, 25–27 August 
r  £285 if booked by 30th June, £305 if later
Saturday only
r £135 (incl. lunch & dinner but not gala concert ticket)

Sunday only
r £110 (incl. lunch)

Young Conductors’ Course, 25-27 August
r £285 if booked by 30th June, £305 if later

Total Convention fee  £ ––––––––

Non-members
Pre-Convention Conducting Course,  
24-25 August 
r £180 if booked by 30th June, £190 if later

Main Convention, 25–27 August 
r  £320 if booked by 30th June, £340 if later
Saturday only
r  £155 (incl. lunch & dinner but not gala concert ticket)
Sunday only  
r  £130 (incl. lunch)

Young Conductors’ Course, 25-27 August
r £320 if booked by 30th June, £340 if later

Accommodation at Glasgow Caledonian University

  Name                         
  Address

                                                                 County                                         Postcode
  Telephone                                     Email

Your contact details

Book online! See www.abcd.org.uk/events/abcd-convention.
Fees exclude B&B but include meals and refreshments. Please indicate your Convention requirements by 
ticking the appropriate box(es), then choose any accommodation requirements.
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Payment
 r     I enclose a cheque for full payment (please make cheques payable to Association of British  
 Choral Directors)
 r     I enclose a non-returnable deposit of £50 (balance due by 31st July 2017)
 r     Please send an invoice to the address enclosed with this form (in time to allow settlement by 31st July 2017)

Paying by card

Payment in full can be made by Mastercard, Visa Debit and Visa Credit card  (please ring type of card)

Card No.                                                                                                                   

Card valid from          /             Card expiry date       /          3 digit security no. on rear of card  

Cardholder Name (as on card)

Address of cardholder (if different from previous page)                                                                                                     

  

Postcode

Signature                                                                                                            Date

Send your booking to:  
Convention 2017, Tricia Rees-Jones, 7 Tallowood, Lower Charlton, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 5QN

Keep up to date with news about Convention 2017 – visit our website www.abcd.org.uk
For more information and accommodation details, please phone Tricia Rees-Jones, Convention Administrator, on  
01749 330160/07497 895664 or email convention@abcd.org.uk. 

For more details about Young Conductor bursaries and masterclasses, please contact Penny Homer on 07805 454563 
or email penny.homer@abcd.org.uk. For timetable and general abcd enquiries, please contact Rachel Greaves on 
01935 389482 or email rachel.greaves@abcd.org.uk.

Information correct at time of going to press. Please note that abcd reserves the right to substitute sessions and 
presenters without notice. 

Cancellation

If you cancel in writing on or before 25 July we will refund you, minus £50 deposit. If you cancel in writing after  
25 July you will receive a 50% refund, minus £50 deposit. If you cancel on or after 8 August we will not refund you 
and we therefore advise you to take out your own travel insurance against cancellation. If you book after  
15 August you may not receive an acknowledgement before the event. 

The Association of British Choral Directors, Registered Charity Number 1085226, is a Company Limited by Guarantee number 3985838, registered in 

England & Wales.   
Copywriting: David Rees-Jones  01749 330160  Leaflet Design: Louise Allen 07886 828264

Early bird discounts
Book early! If you book by 30 June, you will enjoy a discount on the full fee. (No discount available for single day 
delegates). Delegates are encouraged to make enquiries with their local Council, Arts Council England region, 
or to apply to their employer for assistance with fees as part of Continuing Professional Development where 
applicable. For more advice on possible funding, please contact the abcd office on 01935 389482.
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